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The Official Mexican Standard NOM-001-SEMARNAT-2021 (the “NOM”), was published 
today in the Federal Official Gazette, such NOM sets forth the permissible limits of 
pollutants in wastewater discharges to national water bodies; the NOM leaves without 
legal effect the first regulation on wastewater discharge published twenty-five years 
ago.

The main considerations to be considered regarding this NOM include the following:

1. The NOM will enter into force 1 year as of the day of its publication, however, 
there are some exceptions regarding certain parameters and permissible limits.  

2. The NOM establishes the use of new parameters such as: “Total Organic 
Carbon”, “Toxicity” and “True color”, in order to detect on a more precisely way 
the pollutants contained in the wastewater discharges and consequently the control 
of environmental damages caused by such discharges. Moreover, it includes the 
specification for the calculation of the daily average basis of the Escherichia coli and 
fecal Enterococcus parameters.

3. Based on the type of parameters, the sampling frequencies will be: monthly, 
quarterly or half-yearly.

4. The NOM includes diverse specifications on the sampling equipment: structure, 
location and minimum material required to collect wastewater samples, which will 
have to be complied with by the regulated parties.

5. Establishes that the National Water Commission may elaborate and publish the 
Guidelines through which the regulated parties could submit their programs for 
compliance of the NOM.
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What’s next?

Companies discharging wastewater into national water bodies, will have to be prepared to 
make the adjustments to their discharges, including: parameters and permissible levels, 
sampling and monitoring equipment, to be able to comply with the specifications of the 
new NOM. 

This may imply considerable operational and economic impacts to the Companies, and 
therefore it is necessary to explore the alternatives to comply with the NOM prior to its 
entry into force, as well as the means of defense to challenge the new regulations according 
to the particularities of each case. 

For further information, please find attached the link to access the NOM.
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