
Amendments to the Sustainable Forestry
Development General Law with implications
in forestry land use change

 
 

Environmental  –  April 27th, 2021  

 

On April 26, 2021, the Decree (the "Decree") amending several provisions of the Sustainable Forestry 
Development General Law (the "Law") was published in the Federal Official Gazette ("DOF" by its acronym in 
Spanish).

The main amendments published in the Decree include the following matters:

1. The Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources ("SEMARNAT" by its acronym in Spanish) may 
only authorize the forestry land use change upon receiving a technical opinion from the State Forestry 
Council and based on the Technical Justification Assessment (“ETJ” by its acronym in Spanish). 

2. For lands located in indigenous territories, the forestry land use change authorization shall also be 
accompanied by measures of prior, free, informed, culturally appropriate, and good faith 
consultation, under the terms of the applicable law. For this purpose, SEMARNAT will work together 
with the National Institute of Indigenous Communities.

3. The forestry land use change authorization may not be granted in forest lands where the loss of 
forest cover was caused by a fire, logging, or deforestation unless 20 years have passed and 
SEMARNAT receives evidence that the affected forest vegetation has been regenerated, through the 
mechanisms established for this purpose in the Regulations of the Law.

Item 3 above implies that the violation of the preventive nature of SEMARNAT's authorization for land use 
change in forest lands will not only result in the imposition of penalties for individuals and companies that 
unlawfully deforest a land, but the works, activities and projects that are executed on such surface shall be 
permanently shut down by the Federal Attorney's Office for Environmental Protection or the Security, Energy 
and Environment Agency of the Hydrocarbons Industry.

In the case of forestry crimes provided for in the Federal Criminal Code, the Public Prosecutor's Office shall be 
obliged to impose security measures to prevent irregular works on the affected land from continuing, so that 
based on the provisions of Articles 10 and 13 of the Federal Environmental Liability Law, those responsible for 
causing fires, logging or deforestation must repair the damage caused to the environment by restoring the 
habitat, ecosystems, elements and natural resources, the interaction relationships that exist between them, as 
well as the environmental services they provide, to the state prior to the affectation, through the 
corresponding restoration actions. The above, without the possibility of opting for an economic 
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compensation for the damages caused. 
The Decree became effective on April 27th, 2021. For further information, please find attached the link to 
access the Decree.
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